32416 6th Avenue, Black Diamond,
WA 98010
www.stbarbarachurch.org
Phone: 360-886-2229
Email: office@stbarbarachurch.org
Pastor: Rev. Anthony Davis

Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time

We wrapped up a wonderful week of VBS!

Sacraments and Liturgy
Weekday Mass: Wednesday - Friday at 9am in the Historic Church
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5pm in the Main Church
Sunday Mass: 8am (livestreamed) & 10am in the Main Church
Reconciliation: Every Saturday from 3:30-4:30pm in the Main Church
Adoration: 1st Friday of each month, following daily Mass
Anointing of the Sick is also available at this time.
Rosary: Pray the Rosary with us on the first Sunday of each month at
9:15am in the Main Church.
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Let us

St. Barbara Parish Office
Phone: 360-886-2229
Email: office@stbarbarachurch.org
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday, 9am-2pm

For the spiritual,
emotional and
physical needs of our
brothers and sisters in Christ, especially:

Fr. Anthony Davis, Pastor……………………...x226
fr.davis@stbarbarachurch.org

Lee & Carol Ann Bossom, Jon Brumbach, Lynn Caley, Sr. Tim
Carstens, Cathy Dussert, Kiersten Emmett, Jeannie & Steven
Fraser, Margarethe Halliday, Kenneth Horn, Susan HornNickelson, Michele Kosteckly, Debbie & Terry Lane, Kristen
McTighe, John Mergens, Wayne Miller, Ralph Mitchell, Donald
Olson, Coralie Reid, Hal & Carol Shakerley, Rhonda Soft, Ray
Thornquist, Don Wolf, Mike Spicer, & all those listed in the St.
Barbara prayer book.

Valerie Winston-Healy, Pastoral Associate…...x227
paa@stbarbarachurch.org
Allison Ramirez, Faith Formation……………..x221
allison@stbarbarachurch.org
Carol Morgan, Liturgy……………………...…..x222
liturgy@stbarbarachurch.org

Please call the Parish Office to have a name added to the bulletin
prayer list.
Visit our website: www.stbarbarachurch.org to join the St. Barbara
Prayer Groopit, an online forum for prayer

Mark your Calendars!

Kathryn Baker, Music
music@stbarbarachurch.org

Faith Formation for
Children and Youth

Are you looking for your child to grow
The Circle is joy is having a bake sale table at the in knowledge of their faith and gain
community at the parish? Are you
bazarr on Saturday, July 30. Please bring
homemade, baked items to the parish office on
looking to have your child Baptized,
July 29 from 9-noon or to the bake sale table on
receive First Communion, or
the day of the event at 8am.
Confirmation? Contact Allison Ramirez
*please avoid treats that will melt quickly in the
sun*
at allison@stbarbarachurch.org to
register your child for Sunday School,
RCIA will be starting in September!
Elementary Faith Formation, Youth
Has you or someone you know not yet Group, and/or Sacrament prep classes.
All Faith Formation programs will
received the sacrament( s) of Baptism,
be meeting on Sundays starting in
First Communion or Confirmation?
September.
Our Summer Bazarr is almost here!

If interested to learn more, contact
Valerie Winston Healy at
paa@stbarbarachurch.org.

Follow us on Facebook!

See all our livestream Masses and
more Catholic content.

@stbarbarablackdiamond
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New to the Parish? Need to Register?
If you are new to the parish, WELCOME! We
are glad you are here. If you haven't
registered, please register online at
www.stbarbarachurch.org/registration or
complete the yellow parish registration form
found in the Main Church entry way.

Catholic Connections
Catholic Prayer—part 3
By: Allison Ramirez

This weekend, we wrap-up our three-part article series on prayer.
Last week, we talked about the psalms in scripture as great examples
of prayer as well as how Jesus reveals to us the importance of taking
time away in silence as part of our prayer life. I introduced lectio
divina as a great way to become more acquainted with a habit of
praying with scripture or other religious books and readings. This
week, I will expand upon the point I left you with last week about
offering all our daily tasks up to God as prayer.
“Pray without ceasing,” Paul says in his first letter to the Thessalonians; “in everything give thanks: for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” How are we to pray without ceasing, you might ask? Is that even
possible? If we consider that prayer is an act of love, then it is possible to pray without ceasing. If we make it our
challenge to do all things, say all things, and speak all things in a manner of love, then we are, in a sense, praying
without ceasing. I would like to share with you my absolute all-time favorite quote when it comes to prayer. St. Jean
Marie Baptiste Vinney once said, “Prayer is the inner bath of love into which the soul plunges itself.” In other
words, prayer at its heart, is a full immersion into the life of love. If we are praying well then we are loving well,
and if we are loving well then we are praying well. St. Paul couples praying without ceasing alongside giving thanks
in everything. He does not say “give thanks in only the good things” or “give thanks only when life is going well.”
For even in the challenges or our lives, we have an opportunity to pray, and that is an opportunity to love. If we find
ourselves praying more in the hardest time of our lives, then we are simultaneously being invited into a greater life
of love. Love is the greatest mystery as well as the greatest joy and the greatest glory.
Recently, I had the honor of attending the 60-year-anniverary celebration of priesthood for a dear priest
friend of mine who was present at and/or witnessed every one of my sacraments (Baptism, First Communion/
Reconciliation, Confirmation, and Marriage). He has been a part of my entire life, and throughout his whole priestly
ministry, the one mantra he has always sung in every homily, every absolution, and every conversation has been a
mantra of love. He is one of the few people I know to surround himself in love: love for the Lord, love for his vocation, and love for the people around him.
We are reminded in 1 Corinthians that “these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these
is love.” This verse comes at the end of a longer discourse on love, that I’d certainly recommend reading for greater
meditation. But there is one verse which reads: “If I have absolute faith so as to move mountains, but have not love,
I am nothing.” Love sums up everything we were made for and from. Love is the ultimate meaning of our lives – to
love, truly and authentically, and to be loved truly and authentically in return by God and one another. Love is the
greatest wrestle, the greatest attainment, because God is love. What a beautiful truth that is. To love is to will the
good for others and of ourselves, to realize when we are being selfish or prideful, and to realize not only when we
are not loving others, but also when we are not loving ourselves. Love is constantly a letting go of oneself, a giving
up of oneself, and of returning again and again into the arms of the father. That is the greatest prayer: handing ourselves over to God day after day and saying, “This is me. I desire to love and to be loved. Show me how.”

Your source of the very best FREE Catholic content! Movies, books, classes…

Sign-up at formed.org today!
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